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Education  
As we all know, at this time, the Catholic Education Week has passed with May 10th 
being designated by the Vatican as World Catholic Education Day. This week had 
combined the themes of reconciliation, solidarity, love, justice and ecology.  
 
From the words of our provincial chair: Publicly funded Catholic education in Ontario is 
not only a GIFT to the Catholic community, but it is a GIFT to all those in the Ontario.  In 
this province, our Catholic schools share a Christ-centered mission that is reflected in 
the inclusive, caring and compassionate learning environment that ensures each 
student is given resources and opportunities to learn and thrive in their faith.  
 
The Ontario Catholic Bishops will be directing a new statement entitled, “Renewing the 
Promise”.  We have become witness to this promise through the lifetime award that has 
been presented to the CWL of Canada from St. Francis Xavier University for the funding 
of Coady International Institute.  
 
I would now like to share the prayer that pertains to this week: 
“God of Mercy, we thank you for the gift of Catholic education. We walk in faith and 
thanks, guided by those who have gone before us, who nurture and sustained Catholic 
education. Inspired by the Catholic Graduate expectations, we acknowledge that the 
promise of catholic education is within us, that it is a promise that we live out in families 
and communities and is a promise that we proclaim in acts of justice and compassion, 
in word and deed. We make this prayer that we may live out the promise of Catholic 
education for many years to come”.  Amen.  
 
Health 
In a CBC report from January of this year, it was sadly related that elder abuse in Long 
Term care is on the rise with staff to resident abuse having increased over 100% since 
2011. This information showed an average of 6 seniors being abused by their 
caregivers on a daily basis.  As leaders in our community, we need to ask all candidates 
in the upcoming elections to outline their plan for how they will address this horrible 
abuse. 
 
We are all aware of other serious health issues that need our attention and recently, a 
light has shone on a certain situation with the help of prayer. Important steps have 
begun to address the opioid crisis in Sault Ste Marie where the highest per capita 
overdoses occur in their emergency departments. We need to continue praying and 
supporting those in need.  


